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	Grantee: Centro de Implementación de Políticas Públicas para la Equidad y el Crecimiento (CIPPEC)

	Project title: "Monitoring campaign finances during the 2011 elections"

	Objectives: Evaluate how the new federal law of 2009 on election campaign financing was applied for the first time during the 2011 national elections, and draw lessons for future elections.


	Activities: Review experience on election campaign financing in several Latin American countries. Monitor political television and radio advertisements during the primary and general election campaigns in Argentina at the national level. Assess compliance with the electoral reform law. Prepare recommendations to improve the normative framework and its implementation. Conduct media campaigns and disseminate findings.

	Results: Report on research of Laatin American practice.  Report on the results of monitoring political advertising at the national level and on compliance with the law by electoral authorities, political parties, and the government. Disseminating project data and findings led electoral officials to release information to an unprecedented extent since the return to democracy. Media campaign helped the public better understand the new electoral regime.  Policy brief distributed to national legislators, ministries, and electoral judges, and to provincial authorities interested in electoral reform at the provincial and local levels.   

	Impact: The project raised public awareness on key legal and procedural matters outstanding, especially regarding unregulated use of public resources by incumbents. Grantee was invited to present the main findings to the congressional committee on constitutional affairs. Lessons at the national level were subsequently applied at the sub national level to the design of electoral reforms in the provinces of Cordoba, Mendoza, Salta, and Santa Fe and the city of Buenos Aires. The grantee developed a new line of research focusing on the use of public resources by incumbents at the provincial level and impact on turnover. Results will be disseminated during the electoral year 2013.

	Overall assessment: This is the largest PTF grant for projects on access to information in Argentina. Serious difficulty reaching party members and campaign fundraisers did not materially improve following recourse to the courts, but does not seem to have unduly limited the investigation.
 This project was an integral part of a larger CIPPEC project aimed at determining the extent to which the objectives of the electoral reform of 2009 were achieved regarding transparency, fair competition, and respect for political rights.
 From documents in files and material available online it is not possible to separate out the impact of the PTF component.  

	Documents available:  Final report. Policy brief. Video on main findings. PTF summary. Grant Agreement. 

	Reviewer name, date: Björn Wellenius, 18 June 2012. Revised 20 August 2012.


� Adapted from CIPPEC's web site. The project objectives are not stated in any of the documents in files.


� There is no independent evaluation of the project nor a project document with which to compare the results reported.


� "Observatorio de la Reforma Electoral: Monitoreo de la reforma política en el proceso electoral de 2011" (CIPPEC, April 2012)





